Aggressive papillary tumors of the endolymphatic sac: clinical and tissue culture characteristics.
Aggressive papillary tumors of the temporal bone are neoplasms that were recently re-classified as tumors of the endolymphatic sac. They typically invade the mastoid bone and otic capsule and can grow into the petrous apex. The authors have treated three patients with this rare neoplasm and grown one of the tumors in tissue culture. This report reviews the clinical presentation in the three patients and the immunohistochemical staining characteristics of the tumor and tumor culture as compared to those of the endolymphatic sac. Findings support the hypothesis that aggressive papillary lesions of the temporal bone arise from the endolymphatic sac. Additionally, it is noted that the tumor culture maintains the characteristics of the original tumor and thus provides an exciting laboratory model for further study of this rare neoplasm.